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ABSTRACT

The Kondh indigenous community of Odisha remains the largest indigenous group in
the state. However, over the years, their cultural traditions and indigenous knowledge
systems are gradually in decline. It may be argued that the decline started with the
advent of so-called modernity and material culture. One may see it as the physical and
cultural displacement of the community. It is critical to explore the pre-historic
foundation of indigeneity from Vedic period onwards, specifically, among the Adivasi
communities in India. In that context, we take a case study among the Kondh of
Odisha. We would address the transitions that are consequent of industrial revolution
in the ‘Niyamgiri’ hilly terrain in the state of Odisha in India. These are impacting the
indigenous cultural traditions of Kondh in the region. A large number have
experienced physical and cultural displacement. The study would focus on the
examination of the oral tradition(s) and thereby map their indigenous ‘Spiritual
Universe’ and ‘Worldview(s)’. It is needed to address the philosophical, spiritual, and
legal dimensions of the ‘indigenous’ people and their culture(s).

This panel invites papers from scholars working on these issues from other Adivasi
communities to draw comparative analysis of nature of these transformations.
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