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PANEL TITLE: 
DEVELOPMENT, MARGINALIZATION AND TRIBAL COMMUNITIES IN INDIA:

QUEST FOR IDENTITY AND JUSTICE

Development is a double-edged sword; it  can erase as well  as accentuate marginality.
Ironically,  the hype of neoliberal development has further marginalized the poor and
the deprived across the world. India’s tribal communities, which have already been
marginalized for centuries, instead of being empowered, are rapidly getting
dispossessed from their lifeworld. Development-induced displacement has ruined
their livelihood, disrupted their social  capital,  and fragmented their identities. Both
State and corporate actors play a key role in accentuating their exploitation,
vulnerability, and precariousness. Representative democracy, designed as a panacea
to ensure equality and justice for tribals,  has increasingly become a neoliberal tool,
thereby eroding its liberating potential.  The State-corporate nexus, creating a
rhetoric of an inclusive development, at best offers symbolic tokenisms and limited
economic benefits to tribals,  without making them genuine shareholders in
development. 
 In this context, the panel will  take up some key issues and concerns that revolve
around the everyday life of tribal communities in contemporary India. It  will
deconstruct the context in which tribal identities emerge, get shaped and are
operationalized through acts and agencies of various kinds seeking rights and justice.
Further, the panel will  explore how natural resources, such as land, forest and water
constitute an intrinsic part of the tribal lifeworld, identity, and dignity and how
tribals mobilise to protect their lifeworld from neoliberal assault.  Drawing upon some
case studies, the panel will  reflect on the nature and processes of tribal assertion,
mobilisation and movements and assess their impact on socio-economic, cultural,
and political  spheres. Finally,  the panel will  go beyond India to examine how
neoliberal development in China has evolved with a view to comprehend trajectories
that developing economies pursue to come at par with the developed world. Empirical
studies from these countries would also provide inputs to understand, how
marginalized communities negotiate for justice in both rural India and China. 
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